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Overview 

“Standards” are important… 

 

Standards and conformance impact more 

than 80% of global commodity trade – U.S. 

Department of Commerce 



Overview 

“Conformity Assessment” is too… 

 

Testing, inspection, auditing, certification, 

accreditation – these measures are as 

important as standards in ensuring that 

products, personnel, services and systems 

are safe and perform as expected  



Overview 

• Origin of Standards 

• Marketing Claims address expectations 

– Claims related to product characteristics 

– Claims related to production characteristics 

• Standards development process 

– Unique standards 

– Widely accepted standards 



Overview 

• Label Liability 

– False or misleading claims 

– Ensuring claims are adhered to 

• Making Third Party Verification More 

Accessible 

• Closing Points 

– Recent developments 

 



Origin of Federal Standards 



Product Characteristic Claims 



Product Characteristic Claims 

• Tenderness 

• Marbling 

• Color 

• Flavor 

• Juiciness 

• Nutrient content 

• Cut name 

• Portion size 



Production Characteristic 

Claims 



Production Characteristic 

Claims 
• Country of origin 

• Breed 

• Producer information 

• Locally/regionally produced 

• Animal welfare 

• Organic 

• Grass fed/Grain fed/GMO Free 

• Environment/Climate certified 

 



Unique Standards 



Widely Accepted Standards 



Label Liability 



False or Misleading Claims 



Ensuring Claims Are  

Adhered To 



Making Third Party Verification 

More Accessible 



Global Efforts 

Standards Alliance 
• The ANSI-USAID Standards Alliance will partner with 

developing nations on training and other capacity building 

activities.  This partnership is expected to encourage 

transparency in the development and alteration of technical 

regulations, and improve implementation of the TBT 

Agreement’s Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, 

Adoption and Application of Standards, with the larger goal of 

promoting trade and economic development. 



A Few Closing Points…  



Recent Developments 

• United States/Canada adoption of uniform 

meat cut standards and beef grades 

• United States/Mexico discussions related 

to both grades and standards 
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Questions?  
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