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1 Scope 
This guidance is applicable to bovine.  It is applicable to any operation that is a supplier to an approved USDA 
Quality System Assessment (QSA) Program under the USDA Non-Hormone Treated Cattle (NHTC) Program.  
Approved USDA programs must ensure that the requirements of this guidance are met. 
 
2 Definitions 
The following definitions apply to this document.   
 
2.1 Auction Market: An operation where animals are purchased and sold.  Also includes video and web 

operations. 
 

2.2 Backgrounder-Stocker: An operation where animals are maintained, often on pasture or rangeland, to 
increase weight and maturity before being placed into a feedyard. 
 

2.3 Claim: A specified process verified point within a PVP or a specified product requirement within a 
QSA Program. 
 

2.4 Company: The approved USDA PVP or QSA Program that must meet the requirements. 
 

2.5 Farm/Ranch of Origin: The location where an animal is born.  
 

2.6 Feedyard: An operation that receives animals for feeding in preparation for slaughter.   
 

2.7 Producer: A person who operates a farm or ranch where animals are born (e.g.: cow-calf operation).   
 
NOTE: A producer may have an additional operation, such as a backgrounder-stocker operation or a 
feedyard.  In such instance, if all animals within the operation are considered non-conforming, then the 
producer should be considered only as a producer.  However, the activities at the additional 
operation(s) and the risks associated with those activities must be considered during the evaluation of 
the producer. 
 

2.8 Producer-Feeder: An operation that feeds animals born at the operation for slaughter.  
 

2.9 Supplier: A source of materials (including animals), service, or information input provided to a process 
or program. 
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3 Program Compliant Tags (PCT) 
3.1 Individual animal identification through a PCT is required under the NHTC Program.   

 
3.2 The use of a PCT allows animals to retain claims that do not change over time or location, such as date of 

birth (age), source, and breed, regardless of movement between approved and unapproved locations.  If 
animals move from an unapproved to an approved location, then the approved location must read the PCT 
and access the individual animal information from the approved USDA program that enrolled the animal.   
 
NOTE: If the claim may change over time or location, such as health, feeding, and/or management claims, 
then animals with must move from one approved location to another approved location even if a PCT is 
used. 

 
3.3 If the company requires the use of a PCT, then the following requirements must be met:  

 
a. A PCT is a one-time use, tamper-evident tag, which contains a non-repeatable, unique number.  It 

may be an EID, RFID, or a visual tag.  The company must provide evidence that the PCT meets 
these requirements.  

b. The PCT must be applied (1) under an approved USDA PVP or QSA Program and (2) at the farm 
or ranch of birth or at an alternative location as approved on a case-by-case basis.   

c. The company must control the use of PCT, including a documented procedure for tag allocation 
and an inventory record.  The PCT inventory record  
i) May be maintained by either the company or the producer.   
ii) Must include the tag number, the producer, and the associated claim(s).   
iii) Should include dates of activity, the tag status, and changes of identify when a tag is 

replace with another.   
 
NOTE: Unused PCTs should be recorded within the company’s program to strengthen inventory control. 
 

4 Back Verification 
4.1 The verification of claims for animals that have left the farm or ranch of origin may occur only if the claim 

does not change over time or location, such as date of birth (age), source, and breed.  As a result, back 
verification cannot be used to enroll animals into the NHTC Program.  If animals have not been verified 
prior to leaving the farm or ranch of origin, then they cannot be considered eligible for the NHTC Program 
 

5 Re-tagging 
5.1 If a PCT is lost, re-tagging may only occur if a secondary form of individual identification is used.  

Acceptable secondary forms of identification include ranch tags and tattoos.   
 
NOTE 1: Brands and ear notching are considered group identification.  Group identification is not 
acceptable as a form of secondary identification and cannot be used to bring animals back into 
conformance under the NHTC Program. 
 
NOTE 2: Individual cases can be presented to the USDA for review, and exceptions may be made on a case 
by case basis, at the discretion of the USDA.   
 

5.2 Secondary identification must be cross referenced to the PCT that was lost and a record of the cross 
reference must be maintained and included with the shipping documentation. 


