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"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income 
is derived from any public assistance program (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer."  (Updated July 18, 2005) 
 
Date Issued 02/01/08   Approved by_________ JLR 
Date Revised N/A 

USDA Quality System Assessment (QSA) Program 
Segregation of Cattle Material Prohibited from Animal Feed (S-CMPAF)  

 
1 Purpose 
This document provides the requirements to produce bovine inedible raw materials free of prohibited cattle 
material intended for use as an ingredient in U.S. animal feed offered to rendering plants or other facilities that 
receive, manufacture, process, blend, or distribute any cattle materials for animal feed as published in 21 CFR 
Part 589 Substances Prohibited From Use in Animal Food or Feed.  These requirements are verified under the 
USDA Quality Systems Assessment Program for Segregation of Cattle Material Prohibited from Animal Feed 
(QSA S-CMPAF). 
 
2 Scope 
This Program may be used by U.S. companies that supply bovine inedible raw materials intended for use as an 
ingredient in U.S. animal feed and pet food.  Companies must meet the specified product requirements through 
an approved USDA Quality System Assessment (QSA) Program.  The requirements for the QSA Program are 
defined in ARC 1002 Procedure, Quality System Assessment (QSA) Program.  The QSA Program ensures that 
the specified product requirements are supported by a documented quality management system.   
 
Alternatively, a company may meet the specified product requirements through an approved USDA Process 
Verified Program.  The requirements of the Process Verified Program are defined in ARC 1001 Procedure, 
Process Verified Program. 
 
3 Reference Documents 
ARC 1000 Procedure, Quality Systems Verification Program, General Policies and Procedures 
ARC 1002 Procedure, Quality System Assessment (QSA) Program 
Official Listing of Eligible Suppliers to the QSA S-CMPAF Program 
ARC Branch Web site: http://www.ams.usda.arc/audits 
Health and Human Services, Food and Drug Administration, 21 CFR Part 589 Substances Prohibited From 
Use in Animal Food or Feed 
 
4 Specified Product Requirements 

 
4.1 Product must be free of all cattle material prohibited from animal feed as published in 21 CFR 

Part 589 Substances Prohibited From Use in Animal Food or Feed.  Prohibited materials 
include the following: 

 
a) the entire carcass of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)-positive cattle; 
b) the brains and spinal cords from cattle 30 months of age and older;  
c) the entire carcass of cattle not inspected and passed for human consumption that are 30 

months of age or older from which brains and spinal cords were not removed;  
d) tallow that is derived from BSE-positive cattle;  
e) tallow that is derived from other materials prohibited by this rule that contains more 

than 0.15 percent insoluble impurities; and  
f) mechanically separated beef that is derived from the materials prohibited by this rule.  
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Date Issued 01/09/09  Approved by_________ JLR 
Date Revised N/A 

 
5 Shipping Documentation 

 
5.1 Shipping documentation is not required when conforming product is delivered to an onsite 

rendering facility that is in conjunction with the harvest or processing facility and is 
included in the facility's approved QSA S-CMPAF Program. 
 

5.2 Shipping documentation is required when conforming product is delivered to an offsite 
rendering facility that is not in conjunction with the harvest or processing facility. 

 
5.2.1 Identification of conforming product during shipment and delivery must be 

documented on the shipping documentation (bills of lading, shipping manifests, or 
letters of guarantee).  The shipping documentation must: 

 
a) Clearly identify the product and product quantity; and 
 
b) Contain the following statement:  "Product meets QSA Program 

requirements for production of CMPAF-free bovine inedible raw materials." 
 
5.3 Shipping documentation is required when conforming product is delivered to a facility for 

inclusion in animal feed and/or pet food. 
 

5.3.1 Identification of conforming product during shipment and delivery must be 
documented on the shipping documentation (bills of lading, shipping manifests, or 
letters of guarantee).  The shipping documentation must: 

 
a) Clearly identify the product and product quantity; and 

 
b) Contain the following statement:  "Product meets QSA Program 

requirements for CMPAF-free bovine inedible raw materials." 
 
6 Listing of Approved Programs 
Only U.S. companies that have an approved USDA QSA S-CMPAF Program are listed on the Official 
Listing of Eligible Suppliers to the QSA S-CMPAF Program.  The Official Listing is available on the 
ARC Branch Web site at www.ams.usda.gov/arcaudits.  


