
 

 

Hass Avocado Promotion, Research and Information Order (Order) 
Importer Associations and Assessment Computation 

 
This document provides background information on the Order (7 CFR Part 1219) and updates 
procedures for the assessment computation for importer associations under the Order. 
 
Background:  The Order became effective in 2002 and is authorized under the Hass Avocado 
Promotion, Research, and Information Act of 2000 (Act) (7 U.S.C. 7801-7813).  The Order is 
administered by the Hass Avocado Board (Board) with oversight by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA).  The Board is composed of industry members that are appointed by the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 
 
The Order is funded by assessments on fresh domestic and imported Hass avocados.  Producers 
and importers pay the assessment.  The producer assessment is remitted by first handlers, and the 
importer assessment is remitted by Customs and Border Protection (Customs).  Exports of 
domestic Hass avocados are exempt from assessment.  The purpose of the program is to increase 
consumption of Hass avocados in the United States. 
 
Under the Order, a State association of avocado producers receives 85 percent of the assessments 
paid by domestic producers, and importer associations receive 85 percent of the assessments paid 
by their members.  The State and importer associations use these funds to conduct State-of-origin 
and country-of-origin promotions, respectively.  The remaining 15 percent of the assessments 
paid are used by the Board for activities to promote the consumption of all Hass avocados in the 
United States and to cover Board administrative expenses.  
 
Assessment Computation for Importer Associations: 
 

1. Pursuant to § 1219.54(l) of the Order, assessments from all Hass avocado importers who 
import Hass avocados from a country represented by an importer association will be 
included in the 85 percent computation.  Importers who do not want their assessments 
included in the computation must notify the Board in writing (i.e., letter or electronic 
transmission).  
  

2. If a country is represented by more than one importer association, importers must chose 
how they want their funds allocated.  Absent direction from an importer, 85 percent of 
such importer’s assessments will be allocated equally between existing associations.  
 

3. The term importer shall carry the same meaning as provided in § 1219.14 of the Order. 
 

4. The term importer association shall carry the same meaning as provided in § 1219.58 of 
the Order. 

 
5. USDA published a notice in the Federal Register regarding the updated assessment 

computation for importer associations on April 27, 2011 (76 FR 23537). 
 



2 

 

  

6. USDA will notify current and future importers through a letter of the assessment 
computation procedures for importer associations.  Importers will be sent a copy of the 
Federal Register notice. 

 
7. The Board will notify USDA of new importers within 3 business days of receipt of 

assessments funds collected by Customs for such new importers.  Within 3 business days 
of notification by the Board, USDA will send new importers a letter advising them of the 
assessment computation, along with a copy of the Federal Register notice and procedures.   

 
8. New importers will have 30 business days to advise the Board in writing if they want all 

of their assessments to remain with the Board.  If the Board does not receive such notice 
within the allotted time frame, the importer’s assessments will be included in the 85 
percent computation.  If an importer decides at a later time to have his/her assessments 
remain with the Board, such importer must notify the Board in writing as provided in 
Step 1.  Upon receipt by the Board, such importer’s assessments shall remain with the 
Board. 

 
9. Importer associations shall post these procedures, and any amendments thereto, and the 

Federal Register notice on their respective websites (if available). 
 

10. USDA and the Board shall post these procedures, and any amendments thereto, and the 
Federal Register notice, on their respective websites. 
 

11. Assessment funds will not be retroactively paid from the Board to an importer 
association. 

 
12. If an importer association ceases to exist or is decertified by USDA, all such importer 

assessment funds shall remain with the Board.  
 

13. These procedures are effective on Monday, June 27, 2011. 
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14. Contact information is listed below. 

 
USDA-AMS-F&V 
Research and Promotion Branch 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Room 0632-S, Stop 0244 
Washington, DC  20250-0244 
Contact: Ms. Veronica Douglass 
               Marketing Specialist 
               Veronica.Douglass@ams.usda.gov  
               Phone: (202) 720-4835 
               Fax: (202) 205-2800  
  

Hass Avocado Board 
230 Commerce, Suite 190 
Irvine, California  92602 
Contact:  Mr. Jose Luis Obregon 
                Executive Director 
                JObregon@avohq.com 
                Phone: (949) 341-3250  
                Fax: (949) 341-3253 

Chilean Avocado Importers Association 
727 D Street, N.W., Suite 310 
Washington, D.C.  20004 
Contact:  Mr. Xavier Equihua  
                Executive Director and CEO 
                Xfe@fedstrategies.com  
                Phone: (202) 626-0560 
                Fax: (202) 393-5728 
 

Mexican Hass Avocado Importers Association 
1103 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland  21047 
Contact: Mr. Ron Campbell 
               Managing Director 
               CampbellRon@comcast.net  
               Phone: (410)  877-3142 
               Fax: (410)  877-3142 

Peruvian Avocado Commission 
4701 Berkeley Terrace, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20007-1508 
Contact: Mr. Phil Potter 
               info@avocadosfromperu.com 
               Phone: (202) 258-5870  
               Fax: (202) 393-5728 
          Or:  Mr. Xavier Equihua 
               info@avocadosfromperu.com 
               Phone: (202) 607-0560 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              


