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The Honorable Dan Olichnml 
Secretary, 
United St~es Department of Agricultuze 
Room 200-A 
Adm~-~¢trafion. Building 
1400 r-dependcucc Ave., SW 
Was)~ington, D.C. 20250 

35-4159048 
fll*lS 

Dear Seczetary Glicknaan: 

We write regarding the unintended res'u1~ of r.b.e United States Department of Agrieulu=.e's 
(USDA) ~cnmfive ~na! decision mgazding the Class m and IV pricing formulas in all federal 
milk ordms. We are deeply concerned that this new rule may cause disruption and di/~uky for 
the _m~nufactur~ of ca-earn cheese. 

Under USDA's tentz~ive fi.~l decision for tl~ Class ]ZI and. IV pricing formulas, the value of 
cream at the fedexzl order m~-~muat price will, for th~ first time, be s/~ni~ca~y different 
depending whcthex that cream is ussd in Class £I, Class ~ or Class IV products. Last year, the 
value of eream at fl~ fedexal order mini~tnn price ,,v~ nearly the szme for Class II and IV, and 
only stightly higher for Class KL Under the tcut.adv¢ decision, however, the s~e Cl~s I]I 
cream would h~.ve been valusd 26% higher than the price of Class IV cream. 

This increase has urcmendous implications for the marketing of=cam. Speci~cah~, we have 
heard Born a number of producers of cream c~cse tha~ riffs in.ease has disrupted their supply 
chain, and could hurt their ability to effectively market flleLr product. 

'We appreeiat~ flae attention you and your sta~have given to the eoucerns of W'tsconsin's dairy 
industry. However, we urge you to take steps to address The concerns of cmaxn cheese 
manu.~cture.zs when you publish your ~-al rule on the Class IT[ and IV pricing formulas Iztsr this 
year. 

With respect and appreciation, yea look forward to wor~.g  with you on this i m p ~ t  issue. 

Sinc~dy, " 

Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 

Herb Kohl 
United Sta~s Senator 


