
 
LOT DEFINITION 

Purpose 

This instruction defines the term "lot" for the purpose of production and examination of 
products certified by the Meat Grading and Certification (MGC) Branch. 

Definition 

1. Lot. 

Unless otherwise specified, a lot consists of: 

a. That quantity of finished product designated by the contractor as the unit for determining 
compliance with specification requirements. 
 

b. That portion of a contractor's designated production lot which MGC Branch personnel 
designate as a unit for determining compliance if, in their opinion, that portion is or may 
be out of compliance with one or more specification requirements.  

2. Lot Size. 

Lot size is not permitted to exceed: 

a. The amount specified as a lot by the purchaser, plus the amount used in making box fills 
when withdrawing laboratory samples. 
 

b. The amount of product produced in a single work shift up to the maximum weight 
specified by the purchaser.  

For purposes of determining compliance with specification requirements, production lots 
destined for delivery on different contracts may be combined provided it is produced in a single 
workshift and, when combined, do not exceed the maximum single lot size declared by the 
purchaser. 

3. Numbering. 

All production lots are identified by number in sequential order beginning with number zero 
one, (01). Further, shipping containers in each production lot are numbered in sequence 
beginning with number zero one, (01). For USDA purchase programs, lot numbering will 
continue through the purchase season.  
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.


