
Agricultural Marketing Service
Marketing Order & Agreement Division

Section 8e Requirements
for Imported Fruits & Vegetables

Welcome



Today’s goals
• Who is AMS, MOAD Compliance?
• What is Section 8e of the 

Agricultural Marketing Agreement 
Act of 1937 (AMAA)?

• How do importers comply?



Who are we?



• The Agricultural Marketing Service
(AMS) or (AgMS)

 Fruit & Vegetable Programs
(F&V)
• Marketing Order & Agreement Division

(MOAD)

We are:



Organizational Structure



APHIS
• Often confused with Ag Marketing 

Service (AgMS)
• Handles the issuance  of Phyto-sanitary 

Certificates
• Restrict the entry of certain plants & 

plant products subject to plant pests
• Different inspections



• Marketing Order & Agreement Division 
(MOAD)

•Administers marketing order programs as 
prescribed by the Agricultural Marketing 
Agreement Act of 1937 (AMAA).  

• MOAD 
•Relies on sister divisions, for inspection 
services for 8e imports.

•Fresh Products 
•Processed Products

•Specifically... 



Processed Products
• Processed Products Branch (PPB) handles

inspections for three MOAD commodities.  
They are raisins, olives and dates.

• PPB also has an agreement with the Food 
and Drug Administration for the inspection 
of all raisins and dates for packaging to 
perform a micro-analysis for health and 
safety.

• Inspection Services are covered across 
the country.



Fresh Products
• Same as Federal-State Inspection Program

• Fresh Products Branch (FPB) handles 
inspections for avocados, grapefruit, 
hazelnuts, kiwifruit, onions, oranges, 
potatoes, grapes, tomatoes and walnuts

• Inspection Services are covered across the 
country.

•Perform the majority of 8e inspections



What is Section 
8e of the AMAA of 

1937?



The Agricultural Marketing 
Agreement Act (AMAA) of 

1937 was enacted by 
Congress to create orderly 

marketing conditions of 
fruits,vegetables, & 

specialty crops…
7 USC 608



Marketing Orders
• Producer-driven programs with 

government oversight, compliance and 
enforcement

• Stabilize markets by balancing the 
availability of quality product with the need 
for adequate returns to producers

• Helps producers work together to solve 
marketing problems they cannot solve 
individually

• Are binding on handlers (shippers)
• Increase consumer demand and 

satisfaction
• Same quality requirements placed on 

importers



Currently there are 28 
marketing orders covering 

fruits, vegetables, and 
specialty crops.

13 commodities are 
regulated by Section 8e of 

the AMAA 1937.



Section 8e
• Requires that when the 

Secretary of Agriculture issues 
regulations under domestic 
marketing orders, the same or 
comparable quality regulations 
for imports must be issued.  



Commodities:

• Avocados
• Grapefruit
• Kiwifruit
• Onions
• Oranges
• Potatoes
• Table Grapes
• Tomatoes

• Dates (other 
than for 
processing)

• Hazelnuts
• Olives (other 

than Spanish 
style green 
olives)

• Raisins
• Walnuts



How do importers 
comply with 8e?



Importer of record 
must…

• Have the shipment inspected for size, 
grade and quality requirements.

Note: THIS IS NOT THE SAME AS AN APHIS 
INSPECTION!    

OR
• Stamp and Fax CBP Form 3461/7501 

for conditional release from Customs, 
then have shipment inspected.

OR
• File an original FV-6 exemption form for 

commodities destined for processing, 
distribution by relief organizations, or 
donations to charity. Note: Raisins have 
a separate raisin exemption form.



Stamp and Fax Procedure

1) Importer faxes CF 3461/7501 to USDA, 
AgMS inspection Office before entry

2) Inspection offices stamps and faxes 
back within 2 hours

3) The stamped CF 3461/7501 allows 
Customs to release the load 
conditionally

4) AGMS Inspection Required.   Importer 
responsible for scheduling AgMS 
inspection shortly after entry



Stamp and Fax

Form 3461
or 

Form 7501



Processed 
Products Branch

“Application For 
Inspection”

Stamp and Fax



Fresh Products 
Branch “Application 

For Inspection”

Stamp and Fax



What are the Possible 
Outcomes for 8e 

imports?



Recondition & 
Reinspect

AMS inspection of 
reconditioned lot and 

certified dump of culls

Re-export
Customs hole punched 
7512 T&E and paid 
freight bill showing 
cargo and destination

Send to exempt 
use

Properly complete FV-6 or Raisin 
or Prune exempt forms

Possible 
Outcomes

Passes

Exempt

Fails

Destroy
Destroy under the 
supervision of an inspector



The Importers Exempt 
Commodity Form

(FV-6 Form)
• Used for shipments destined for 

processing, charity, livestock/animal 
feed (Order specific)

- Part 1 completed by importer, Part 2 
completed by receiver

- Contact Karen Chaney at 202-690-
0464 for forms





New!
• Now, you can file the FV-6 Form 

online!
• Available 24/7, fast, friendly and 

convenient
• Contact MOAD Headquarters for 

more details & instructions



How does MOAD 
handle 

compliance?



U.S. Customs & Border 
Protection 

Memorandum Of Understanding 
and 

Directive 3250-007B

• Weekly Data 
Tapes Inform us 
of :
– who
– what
– where
– when
– and how

• Acceptable documentation 
for release of 8e 
commodities
– Passing U.S. Inspection 

Certificate
– White copy of the FV-6
– Stamp and Fax (where 

available)



Example of Compliance 
Activities

• Follow-up on incomplete FV-6 forms
• Determine disposition of failed 

inspection certificates
• Contact importers of uninspected 

entries
• Conduct audits



Violation Penalties
• $1,100 penalty per violation and 

each day the violation continues
• Re-delivery by Customs
• Denial of future entries
• Civil forfeiture of the market 

value
• Notification to related agencies
• Press Release regarding violation



http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0
/FVMarketingOrderLandingPage







Marketing Order & 
Agreement Division
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Stop Code 0237, Room 2525-S
Washington, D.C. 20250-0237

Phone: (202) 720-2491
Fax: (202) 720-569

Fresh Products Division
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Room 1536-S, Stop 0240
Washington, D.C. 20250-0240

Phone: (800) 560-7956
FAX: (202) 720-0393

Processed Products Division
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Room 0709-S, Stop Code 0247, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-0247

Phone: (202) 720-4693
FAX: (202) 690-1087

National Contacts



Agricultural Marketing Service
Marketing Order & Agreement Division

Section 8e Requirements
for Imported Fruits & Vegetables

Thank You


