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PURPOSE

POLICY

DETERMINING AND REPORTING SIZE

To describe the proper procedure for when to determine and
report size.

DETERMINING SIZE- Size shall be determined when performing
a quality and condition inspection and:

1. The grade being applied specifies a minimum and/or
maximum length, diameter, or weight.

2. If the grade has no specified size, size will only be
determined if specifically requested by the
applicant.

A size statement shall be determined and recorded for each
sample showing the smallest specimen to the largest
specimen in the sample. If an occasional specimen is
clearly above or below the general minimum or maximum
range, it should be ignored (General Market Handbook page
136, paragraph 396). 1In addition to the size statement,
all applicable offsize columns shall be maintained.

REPORTING SIZE (EXCEPT TOMATOES)

When size is determined, report the size statement,
including a mostly range if necessary, in the “Other”
section of a paper FV-300 certificate, or the “Lot
Description” section of an electronic FV-300 certificate.
If the lot fails to meet a marked or specified size, show
the percentage of offsize (undersize or oversize as
appropriate) in the average defects column. If the lot
meets the marked or specified size but has a percentage of
offsize within tolerance, state “undersize/oversize/offsize
within tolerance” (as applicable) after the size statement.
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The only time that a percentage of offsize is shown in the
average defects column is if the lot exceeds the offsize
tolerance or when determining a percentage of U.S. No. 1

Quality.

DETERMINING AND REPORTING SIZE ON REGULAR TOMATOES

Size shall always be determined and reported when
performing a quality and condition inspection. Report the
size statement, including a mostly range if necessary, in
the “Other” section of a paper FV-300 certificate, or the
“Lot Description” section of an electronic FV-300
certificate.

When containers are marked to a recognized size.

Size shall be based on either the U.S. Grade Standard size
designation (small, medium, large, extra large) or a
Florida Marketing Order (FMO) size. Tomatoes from non-
regulated areas using a “FMO” size must have the “FMO”
designation in close proximity to the size marking in order
to be considered a recognized size. Include the applicable
offsize column(s) on the notesheet. Report the size in the
“"Other” section as "“Meets size as marked” or “Meets size as
marked, offsize within tolerance,” as appropriate.

When containers are not marked or are marked to a non-
recognized size.

Determine and report a size range. Show the size range,
including a mostly, if applicable, in the “Other” section
of the certificate. Report "“Fails to meet marking
requirements as to size” in the grade section of the
certificate.

If the applicant specifies a recognized size (S,M,L,XL,
5X6, etc.) then that size will be used. To report the size
on the certificate, state "“"Meets size as specified” or
“Meets size as specified, off-size within tolerance.” In
the “Remarks” section state “size determined and reported
based on XXX (dencte size) at applicants request.”

DETERMINING AND REPORTING SIZE FOR CHERRY, GRAPE, AND PLUM
TYPE TOMATOES

Size shall be determined and reported when marked to a
minimum and/or maximum diameter or when specifically
requested by the applicant.

Leanne L. Sﬁéifaﬁj“fhief—"’i
Fresh Products Branch
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