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Purpose

Background

IDENTIFYING TOMATOES FROM FLORIDA WITH PLI MARKS THAT ARE NOT
CERTIFIED FOR STANDARD WEIGHT AND THAT ARE PRODUCER FIELD-
PACKED TOMATOES

This bulletin identifies Positive Lot Identification (PLI)
markings for Florida tomatoes that are not certified for
standard weight and Florida tomatoes that are producer field-
packed. :

Prior to the 2001-2002 Florida tomato season, the Marketing
Order for Florida tomatoes was revised. The impact on the
inspection service was to add a designation to the PLI marks
so that such lots can be identified at terminal markets. The
following provides an explanation and identifies the PLI
designations:

(1)Yellow flesh tomatoes and one- and two-layer place-packed
tomatoces are exempt from container standard weight
requirements at shipping point. However, all other
requirements of the Marketing Order must be met. To better
identify the exempted lots, the designation of “C” will be
added to the PLI numbering scheme, and will be referenced
such as “USDA/FL 123 AA/C” or “USDA/FL 123 AA-C” for
example.

(2) Producer-field packed tomatoces are picked and place-packed
in new containers in the field by a producer and
transferred to a registered handler’s facility for further
preparation for market. These tomatoes must meet all
requirements of the Marketing Order for Florida tomatoes
with two exceptions: (a) the tomatoes must be turning or
higher color at the time of inspection; and (b) the
tomatoes may be 2-17/32 inch minimum (with no maximum) only
if containers are marked “6x6 and larger.” To better
identify these lots, the designation of “F” will be added
to the PLI numbering scheme, and will be referenced such as
“"USDA/FL 123 AA/F” or “USDA/FL 123 AA-F” for example.

For purposes of determining size on producer-field packed
tomatoes, those marked “6x6 and larger” will be considered
as meeting Marketing Order requirements if undersize does
not exceed the off-size tolerance for the minimum 6x6
size. No maximum size is required.

Questions pertaining to this Bulletin should be directed to
the Field Operation Section on (202) 720-2482

uttenlocker
Acting Branch Chief

Distribution:  HQ, M, FS, FPM, CM and EM
QOriginating Office: Field Operations Section

File Maintenance Instructions: File in Bulletin Binder
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J Loaded - LO LA “ast Certificate AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE PN
[ L I 2 I 1 I 1 | 2| 3! [ | J Ptly Unid - PU Address g % "g;
Unloaded - UL u k I ; INSPECTION CERTIFICATE %&_ gse
PREFIX NUMBER STATE [Lotinsp -Li Washington DC X\&/
Carnier | Lot 10 Stated Dy. @/ Shipper K ) 2345678-9
Applicant A Cucumbers Growers inc
Carrier Type [ Name Address
/ Cucumberville FL mom ot gy Y hour min AP
Refrigeration Unit |Doors Insp. Site:
M i——m Applicant's Warehouse 0| 7| 0] 2‘ ols | ol & 1| 5" A M
LOT TEMPERATURES Product: Brand / Markings: Orngin  |Lot ID: Number of Containers: Insp
count
A | | 43 |to| 46 |°F|cucumbers "Cucumber Express” US No 1 FlL|119bu 840 Cartons Y
5. | | 44 |to| 45 |°F|Cucumbers "Cucumber Express” US No 1 Large FlL|119bu 460 Cartons Y
o S | F |
=0l i i 1 |
| including including
O| AVERAGE  -DAMAGE  SER-DAM- OFFSIZE /| DEFECTS OTHER
T| DEFECTS SER. DAM. M S-Damage
00 % | 00 |% % |Quality Defects Size
00 % 00 |% % |Decay Lot A: 17/8 to 2 1/2 inches diameter,
00 % | 00 |% % |Check Sum 5 3/4 to 8 1/2 inches length,
% % offsize within tolerance
06 % | 00 |% % |Undersize less than 2 1/4 inches diameter (0 to 11%) Lot B: 17/8 to 2 3/4 inches diameter,
03 % | 00 |% % |Undersize less than 6 inches length (0 to 6%) 5 1/2 to 8 1/2 inches length
00 %[ oo |% % |Quality Defects 2
172 |% | -1/2 |% % |Decay
09 % | 00 |% % |Check Sum
% % %
% %, %
9 % %
%t % %
% Yot %
% % %
GRADE: Lot A: US No 1 Lot B: Fails to grade US No 1 Large account Undersize
REMARKS:

WARNING: Any person who knowingly shall falsely
make, issue, alter, forge, or counterfeit this certificate,
or participate in any such actions, is subject to a fine

of not more than $1,000 or imprisonment for not more
nan one year, or ootn.

I, the undersignad, a duly authorized inspector of the United Stales Department of Agricullure, do hereby certify that at the request of the applicant and on
the date indicated, samples of the herein described product were Inspected and the quality and/or condition as shown by said samples were as herein stated

ESTIMATED TOTAL

Inspector's Signature

Joe Q Inspector

Market Office:
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[CRARRIERUR L ERTIFCATION Toaumyg RppnCant TS UEPRRTIENT OF AGRICUL TURE
Loaded - LO ic  ertificate AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE N
! | FlT' 2| Of Ol 51 E I N | J |ptly Unid - PU Address: e ! ‘e-‘-‘*
Unloaded - UL (1% [i{e) 3 INSPECTION CERTIFICATE %, S
PREFIX NUMBER STATE |Lotinsp - LI Washington DC . 2
[Carmer 7 Lot 1D Stated by: Additional Lot 1L, Shipper.
Inspector PO 1492 The Tomato Queen K = 3456789 '0
Carmer Type /| Name: Address:
Mechanicaly Refrigerated Trailer Cedarville, NJ mim dd ey hour min AP
Fefrigeration Unit: |Doors: Insp. Site:

x] on ] of | [x]open [ Jclosed Applicant's Store ol 7| o] sl o]5s | 1] o] 1] o A M
LOT TEMPERATURES Product: Brand / Markings: Origin  |Lot ID: SIZE Number of Containers: Insp
[ |count
A | 50 Jto| 54 |°F|Tomatoes "Tomato Queen” 25 Ibs N|J XL 800 Cartons I
B | 57 Jto| 55 | F|Tomatoes "Tomato Queen” 25 Ibs N|J 6X6 200 Cartons Y
c.| | 52 Jto| 56 |°F|Tomatoes "Tomato Queen” 25 Ibs N|J FMO 5X6 200 Cartons Y
D. | 53 | to| 57 |°F |Plum Tomatoes "Romas Everywhere” 25 Ibs N|J R 200 Cartons Yy
B including including

0| AVERAGE DAMAGE  SER. DAM. OFFSIZE /| DEFECTS OTHER
T| DEFECTS SER. DAM. V.S. Damage
A. 05 % | 02 |% | 00 |% |Quality Defects (Scars, not fairly well formed) SIZE
00 % | 00 |% | 00 |% |Decay Lot A: Meets size as marked,
05 % | 02 |%| 00 |% |Checksum Undersize within tolerance
% % Yo
B. 04 % | 00 |% | 00 |% |Quality Defects (Scars, catfaces) Lot B: 2- 1/4 to 3- 1/4 inches diameter
02 % | 02 |% | 02 |% |Decay (Early Stages)
06 % | 02 |% | 02 |% |Check Sum Lot C: Fails to meet size as marked
% % %
@ 13 % | 00 |% | 00 |% |Undersize (Less than 2-25/32 inch diameter) (12 to 14%) Lot D: 1 to 2-1/4 inches diameter
05 % | 01 |% | 00 |% |Quality Defects (Scars, not fairly well formed)
00 % | 00 |%| 00 |% |Decay
18 % | 01 |% | 00 |% |CheckSum COLOR: Average Approximately
% % % Lots A, B & C: 100% Light Red to Red
D 00 % 00 |% 00 |% |Quality Lot D: 95% Light Red to Red Color
03 % | 03 |% | 03 |% |Decay (Early Stages)
03 % | 03 |% | 03 |% |Check Sum
GRADE: Lot A:US No 1 Lot B: US No 1- Fails to meet marking requirements as to size
Lot C: US No 1 Fails to meet size as marked LotD US No 1
REMARKS: Inspection Perfomred during process of unloading. Lot D: Size reported at applicants request
WARNING: Any person who knowingly shall falsely I, the undersigned, a duly authorzed inspecior of the United States Department of Agriculture, do hereby certify that at the request of the applicant and on
make, issue, alter, forge, or counterfeit this certificate,  |the date indicated, samples of the herein described product were inspected and the quality and/or condition as shown by said samples were as herein staled ESTIMATED TOTAL
or participate in &ny such actions, is subject to a fine Inspeclor's Signature Market Office e 3
of not more than $1,000 or imprisonment for not more EXAMPLE
man one year, or 0oIn. Joe Q Inspector Headquarters
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